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REMARKS 



Tldsisinsuppleme.ttotheAmendnientmedonDecember29.2004. Favorable 
reconsideration ofthis application is requested in view of the^ve^^^^^ 
O follow^grcmarks. Claims l-U arehereby amended and remain pending. ^^P^^^^^ 
M ..endtnents to claims 1 and 1 0 i s found, for example, at page 7, lines 32-34 and Figure lof *e 
5 presentapplication. No new matter is added. Reconsideration and aUo^ance are respectfolly 
0> requeslKl for at least the following reasons. 

"'^ AOTliomts awt^iale the courtesy extended iy the Examiner to Applicants' 

rcp^se^atives, Robe« A. Kalinsky and Margaret F. Emersoa. durit^ the telephonic mtetview 
on January 1 1. 2005. Duringthe interview, claitn. 1-1 1. BarrC (US 5,257.274 A), and Rhoada 
(OS 5 661 594 A) were discussed. Agreement reganSng the aUowabiUty of tfte claims was not 

although tentative agreemen. regarding the lack of motivation to combine the ctcd 
references was reached. 

In a forther telephone call on February 10, 2005. the Examiner suggested adding the 
AOML (acousto-optical mode^locker, reference 2 of Figure 1) to claim 1. Applicants declmeto 
limit claim 1 in this manner, as the AOML is disclosed in the specification as bcmg one possible 
embodiment for the intensity limiter (see page 7, lines 18-31). 

Preliminarily, it is noted that claims i -11 are editorially amended to address infoimalities 
identified by the Examiner during the interview. None of the amendments are meant to hmxt the 
scope of claims 1-1 1. Consideration and entry of the amendments are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-11 were rejected as being unpatentable over Bairett (US 5,257.274 A) in view 
of Rhoads (US 5.661.594 A). Applicants tiavei^e this rejection for at leastthe following 
reasons. 
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■§ A3 ..ted in P«vious oUh«, 1 ««> 10 «ci.c a soM « H-*- 

0 wfcosc™.— ccfficien. or*e l»s. radiation p».iv..y decrees 

=0 »iiad».i=cr.ases,an<iciain,ii «ci..s passively .ia>i*g*cin«,«,.yof*e be. at *e 

1 todam=n«lircu«.cy. Ba.«« and Rhoades bo* disclose (^^h« *a, 3» .cnv= dc«o 

(i.e.PockelsCcll). 

S The,cfor=.neifhe,Ban=nnorBtaadesdisolos»oraag8=s«.solidi«eosio.l«m.« 

w,„sc,ransn,ls.io„^c«ci»,ofd«las-t,dia.ionpassi«lyd«x«s«.a.«ci»dbycta^^ 

andlO. or passively H»i«ns:h.in.eosi,ycf.hob.an.a,*e*-da™e»a,»«^^ 
.yolairn U. Reconsideration and allo«».c=ofclaims 1.10, andlLasweUasolanns 2^4.. 
depend respectively therefiom, ate respecttoUy requested. 

PurAcr. to eatabasb .prim. fad. case of obviousness ,he« nmst be a suggestion or 
motivation, either intbe references themsehes^inthelo^wledse generally avaiiabiew^ 

ordinary sWll in .he art. to modify .he tferenoe or to conAine te»:bings. I. is respectfully 
sugge^ed that there is no motivation to combine Barren «i.h Roades because ti« references 
teach away from one another, 

Spedficdly. Barret, teaches an intensity limiter plate through which a laser radiation 
beam passe. See tteQ-switch plate (9) at Figure 4 of Barren, h. contrast. Rhoads teaches a 
,cflecdveaaAspla«asa<^s«itch. See ,he Q-swi.ch pUte (132) a. Fignre 16 of Rhoad^ 
WWleBa.ret.teachespassingotmelaser*roushfl«pla.e.Rhoades«achesreflectionof*^ 
laserbytheplae. Because Barrett andRoadesa^ configured to wo* in fandam=..allyd^«en. 
v,ays.i.isrespe«MysuggestcdU»tonetowledgeablein*ea.twouldno.loolr.ocomh»e 

these references. 

Further, flte technical effect obtained with the Barren intensity Umiter plate are quite 
diifcen, *nm those obt«ned ftom the claimed intensity lin>iter plate. See Bartett Ftgor. 9. 
where it shows that the pulse duration is increased by several hundreds of a ns (curve b). b 
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Q 20ps (see Figure 3). 

o 



It isl.owinthearcthataQ-.vrit<^isadevicethatis^ed to rapidly cl^g^^^^^^ 
ItTsknowm The laser action is prevented until a higU level of iDversiOD IS 

^ of the dev.. in ^^p,e. page 5. linesZT- 

presents the same transmission properties to the laser o«u v 

30), 

u ■r.hnfRhoads exploits the reflectivity oftheGaAsplate>e intensity 
While the Q-swiich of Rhoaflsexpious ^c^u^niate 

9, lines 66-67). 

Barrw mth (he G«A» plaicdisclosed by Rhoads. 
requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

MinneapoUs, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 
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